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Karanga rā ki nga hapū o Whangaroa! 
 
In our August / September issue of this newsletter, we introduced you to Wai 45 Te Kahui o Whangarora. Briefly, We are a rōpū set 
up to look after the six Waitangi Tribunal claims, who are eligible to take part in the current Renewed Wai 45 Muriwhenua Land 
Inquiry. (See the last page to see what that actually is.) 
 
Why are we sending out this information? So you will know that there is a claim going on for your hapū and to keep you updated. 
Nothing worse than other people knowing about these things, and not you.  
 
The six claims taking part in the Wai 45 Renewed Muriwhenua Land Inquiry are Wai 58, Wai 375, Wai 1666, Wai 1684, Wai 1832 
and Wai 1843. Here we begin our six part series into the claims that make up Wai 45 Te Kahui o Whangaroa. 
 

Wai 58  
 
Wai 58 is the oldest claim in Whangaroa, and one of the oldest claims still unsettled, nationally. It is a claim that was started by Terry 
Smith on the 1st October, 1987. 37 years ago . Pat and Robyn Tauroa are now the lead claimants for Wai 58. Wai 58 is what we call 
‘a blanket claim’, which simply means, it covers all the tribes of Whangaroa. It also covers Whangaroa, geographically. 
 
Within this claim, they have listed the traditional boundaries for Whangaroa, listed policies and laws that are in breach of the Treaty 
for Whangaroa. It seeks compensation and covers us for the future in relation to said laws. Wai 58 is a very powerful claim for 
Whangaroa and has much evidence to support its claims. Some of that evidence came in the form of oral histories, Waitangi Tribunal 
Reports, archaeological research, maps and personal experience that has been provided over the years through written evidence. 
My favourite, The Oral and Traditional History Report for Te Rohe O Whangaroa is a report everyone in Whangaroa should read (in 
my humble opinion). This report is written by Dr Aroha Harris, with Robyn Tauroa. 
 
Wai 58 was heard by the Waitangi Tribunal in the Paparahi o Te Raki Hearings over 10 years ago and is included in this Wai 45 
Inquiry as it has ties to Muriwhenua that have not yet been heard.  



We will also have a monthy 
draw for a 

$50 PREZZIE CARD 
 

 

The quiz question was: How many claims make up Wai 45 Te Kahui o Whangaroa? 
The Answer is: 6. Six claims make up Wai 45 Te Kahui o Whangaroa 
 
The winner of the $50 Prezzie card was Drew Hikuwai. Congratulations Drew!! 
 
To win one for yourself, all you have to do is answer one question on our website. 
 

- You can only enter once with your phone number. 
- The prize can be sent digitally, so you can win this anywhere in NZ! 
- Must have your answers in by the 30th November 2024. 

 
Go here: Wai 45 Te Kahui o Whangaroa – Whangaroa Papa Hapū (whangaroapapahapu.org.nz) 

 

What is a Statement of Claim? A Statement of Claim is the letter or 
document  you present to the Waitangi Tribunal to start a claim.  To start the 
process, the letter or document must:  

1. State that you are Maori. 
2. Your name, or the names of the claimant /s. 
3. State who you / they represent. 
4. Claim that an Act, ordinance, order etc has prejudicially affected the     
      claimant/s. 
5. That the Act, ordinance, order etc is inconsistent with the principles of 
the Treaty of Waitangi. 
It can have many other things, but it must have these five things.  
 

https://whangaroapapahapu.org.nz/wai45/


This is a page set aside to remember our kaumatua and kuia who have now passed away, waiting for the justice they 
fought so long for, who gave evidence for Waitangi Claims they took part in. Just a snippet of their korero. 

 

My name is Isabella Kathleen Urlich. I was born 
in Te Touwai on 10 April 1938. Te Touwai is a 
Maori village situated in a narrow valley 
overlooked by green hills and divided by Te 
Touwai creek that empties itself into the 
Whangaroa Harbour.  

Many people continue to struggle and have 
done so all their lives. Today, the Crown has an 
opportunity to rectify wrongdoings against 
Ngati Kawau. Maori can now begin to take 
charge of their own destinies, pursue their 
aspirations and achieve their goals through self 
determination and self-management and 
effective participation in all aspects of society. 

Toi tu te whenua, Toi tu te kupu, 
Toi tu te tangata. 

 
 



 
What is the Wai 45 Renewed Muriwhenua Land Inquiry? 

 
The original Muriwhenua Land Inquiry inquired into 24 claims brought primarily by five Te Hiku (Far North) iwi: Te Rarawa, Ngāi 
Takoto, Te Aupouri, Ngāti Kurī and Ngāti Kahu. The original Tribunal’s approach was to focus on the collective under the rūnanga 
rather than inquiring closely into the groups’ separate interests. The exception was Ngā hapū o Whangaroa, about whose claims the 
Tribunal made separate findings. 
 
Ngāti Kahu entered settlement negotiations with the Crown, but in 2007 filed an application with the Waitangi Tribunal seeking a 
remedies stage of the inquiry into their claims. Ngāti Kahu decided to challenge the Waitangi Tribunal’s approach to the remedies 
they sought. In 2015, they filed an application in the High Court for judicial review of the Tribunal’s decision not to make binding 
recommendations in favour of Ngāti Kahu. 
 
The Court of Appeal   upheld the High Court’s judgment and affirmed that section 8HB(1) of theTreaty of Waitangi Act 1975 obliged 
the Tribunal to make a recommendation if the prerequisites are met. The Tribunal was found to have erred by adopting the middle 
ground urging the parties to negotiate settlement of their differences themselves. 
 
The Court of Appeal ordered the Tribunal to reconsider the application for remedies and make fresh decisions about what 
recommendations to make. 
 
Later in 2017, after the original panel recused themselves, the Chairperson appointed Judge Wainwright as Presiding Officer of the 
Renewed Muriwhenua Land Tribunal (see Wai 45, #2.584). 
 
The Tribunal is currently undertaking preparatory work to commission reports on the history of the land blocks in the Renewed 
Muriwhenua Inquiry district. Once commissioned, this work is expected to take 9 to 12 months to complete (see Wai 45, #2.912). 

 
The research for Stage One is currently progressing with a view to starting hearings in 2025. 
 

Excerpts are taken from: Renewed Muriwhenua Land Inquiry | Waitangi Tribunal 

https://www.waitangitribunal.govt.nz/en/inquiries/district-inquiries/new-district-inquiry-page-5

