Whangaroa Papa Hapu

Whangaroa were recently honoured to host nga kaitiaki taiao o Tai Tokerau, at Otangaroa Marae
as 150 whanaunga attended Toitt Te Ao Tokerau from 23 — 26 July 2024, sharing experiences,
discussing solutions and considering strategies to help support one another in their mahi.

Highlights were the presence of Jo Harawira (Ngati Awa) as program facilitator, as well as the
opportunity to hear from speakers with lived experience of ngahere collapse and recovery,
including Tohe Ashby (Ngati Hine), Dean Baigent Mercer (Forest & Bird), Ora Barlow (Te Whanau
Apanui), and Mike Smith (Te Tahaawai).

Site visits to local environmental projects were another highlight, thanks to whanau from
Matauri, Kowhairoa, Totara, Otangaroa and Puketiti, Mokau - as well as many others for their
unwavering support.

We congratulate to Engie Matene
(Ngapuhi, Kuki Airani) for the
Matahiko Emerging Leader award.
the award she received recently at
the Matahiko awards.

Engie has featured in earlier
Whispers articles, as our
specialist advisor on Ahau.lo, a
membership and whakapapa
database being used by %
Whangaroa Papa Hapu, as we plan
towards negotiations for redress
with the Crown.




