
 

 

      What is the Wai 45 Renewed Muriwhenua Land Inquiry 
 
The original Muriwhenua Land Inquiry inquired into 24 claims brought 
primarily by five Te Hiku (Far North) iwi: Te Rarawa, Ngāi Takoto, Te 
Aupouri, Ngāti Kurī and Ngāti Kahu. The original Tribunal’s approach 
was to focus on the collective under the rūnanga rather than inquiring 
closely into the groups’separate interests. The exception was Ngā hapū o 
Whangaroa, about whose claims the Tribunal made separate findings. 
 
Ngāti Kahu entered settlement negotiations with the Crown, but in 2007 filed 
an application with the Waitangi Tribunal seeking a remedies stage of the 
inquiry into their claims. Ngāti Kahu decided to challenge the Waitangi 
Tribunal’s approach to the remedies they sought. In 2015, they filed an 
application in the High Court for judicial review of the Tribunal’s decision not 
to make binding recommendations in favour of Ngāti Kahu. 
 
The Court of Appeal   upheld the High Court’s judgment and affirmed that 
section 8HB(1) of theTreaty of Waitangi Act 1975 obliged the Tribunal to 
make a recommendation if the prerequisites are met. The Tribunal was 
found to have erred by adopting the middle ground urging the parties to 
negotiate settlement of their differences themselves. 
 
The Court of Appeal ordered the Tribunal to reconsider the application for 
remedies and make fresh decisions about what recommendations to make. 
 
Later in 2017, after the original panel recused themselves, the Chairperson 
appointed Judge Wainwright as Presiding Officer of the Renewed 
Muriwhenua Land Tribunal (see Wai 45, #2.584). 
 
The Tribunal is currently undertaking preparatory work to commission reports on the 
history of the land blocks in the Renewed Muriwhenua Inquiry district. Once 
commissioned, this work is expected to take 9 to 12 months to complete (see Wai 
45, #2.912). 
 
The research for Stage One is currently progressing with a view to starting hearings 
in 2025. 
 

Excerpts taken from http://www.waitangitribunal.govt.nz/inquiries/district-       
inquiries/renewed-muriwhenua-land-inquiry/ 

 
 
 

Whangaroa Papa Hapu 
Te Wai 45 Kahui o Whangaroa     

August 2024 
 

Tena koutou ki nga hapu o Whangaroa!!  
 
I know, I know. Who even are we? Yet another ropu in Kaeo?   Ae ra. Yes, we are.  
 
Te Wai 45 Kahui O Whangaroa currently have six  Whangaroa Waitangi Tribunal 
claims, who are eligible to take part in the Wai 45 RENEWED Muriwhenua Land 
Inquiry. 
 
What is the Wai 45 Renewed Muriwhenua Land Inquiry I hear you ask?  
Short answer: It’s a complicated beast which is going to get our hapu land and stuff 
back from  the Crown. I say ‘stuff’ because we are yet to find an appropriate term for 
what they owe us. 
 
For the full answer to ‘What is the Wai 45 Renewed Muriwhenua Land Inquiry’ go to 
the back page. It will always be there. The back page won’t ever change. 

 
 

We will also have a monthy 
draw for prizes of: 

 
1 x$50 FOUR SQUARE VOUCHER! 

1 x $25 KAI FROM KAI’O KAI!! 
1 x $25 BP PETROL VOUCHER!! 

 

 
      
First draw gets the Four Square 
voucher, second draw gets the 
Kai’o Kai voucher, and the third 
draw gets the petrol voucher.  
The draw will be done down at 
the Four Square on a day in the 
first week of every month, 
midday.  

All you have to do to be in the draw, is 
go to this web page:  
 
https://whangaroapapahapu.org.nz/wai45 
 
Then scroll to the ‘Three Question 
Multichoice Quiz’ to answer the questions 
there, before the last day of the month. 
Questions and answers will  come from 
this newsletter. So make sure you have 
this newsletter with you when you go to 
the website. Leave your  phone number, 
so we can contact you if you win. We’ll 
publish the winner’s name and the 
answers to the questions in the 
September 2024 issue. 
 

O... and only entry per phone number. 
We could put your photo in too if you 
like. Too easy!! 

http://www.waitangitribunal.govt.nz/inquiries/district-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20inquiries/renewed-muriwhenua-land-inquiry/
http://www.waitangitribunal.govt.nz/inquiries/district-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20inquiries/renewed-muriwhenua-land-inquiry/
https://whangaroapapahapu.org.nz/wai45


 

 

 
We remember  some of our kaumatua 

and kuia who are no longer with us, who 
fought long, hard battles with their 

Claims, giving important evidence for the 
rights of our people. Here, we share 

some of the opening statements, a part 
of their korero and their closing 

statements from their submissions. 
Moe ra i roto i nga ringaringa o te Atua, 
mo ake tonu. Moe ra, moe ra, moe ra… 

 
The opening Statement of the 

 
 Whariki Statement for 

 Whangaroa Taiwhenua,  
 

dated 4thMarch 2013 
 

 
My name is Nuki Aldridge. 

 
 To the members of this Tribunal, since the beginning of the Te Paparahi 0 Te Raki (Wai 
1040) Early Hearings you have been asked to weave a tapestry of understanding of 'te 

ao o te Maori', in the northern context, and the impact of a foreign culture on its 
civilisation. Nga hapu whanau 0 Whangaroa, indeed nga Hapu Ngapuhi, implore you 

to continue with this mammoth task. 
 

He Korero 
 

There is a powerful economic, human rights and political reason that should persuade 
us kia rapua te aronga ke - to find a new pathway forward - to support each other and 
be one. It is told over and over of the stirring of ancient wairua of commitment to 
whakapapa to Iwi, Hapu, Whanau, to one another. There is the capacity of generosity 
of every human spirit to reach out and respond to the demands of justice and to 
improve our society. These are fundamental challenges facing the survival of Tangata 
Whenua Maori. 
 

Closing Statement 
 

Where else can I go to fulfill the wishes of the people? I hope that the appeal by 
previous rangatira kai korero, "to look at all this through the eyes of Maori" will prevail  

in this Tribunal. 

 

 
 
  

 

Rapua he mea ngaro – Seek that of the past  
           Hei tapiri              -       to build a future.  

Haumi e                -             to create  
       Hui e                   -             to develop  

Taeki e                  -             to evolve 
 

 

 

What is a claimant? A 
claimant is the person or 
group who makes the 
claim to the WT. 

When was the first 
Waitangi Tribunal 
Claim lodged and 
what was it? In 

October 1976, Joe 

Hawke, Henry 

Matthews, Te Witi 

McMath, and Rua Paul 

became the first 

claimants to the 

Waitangi Tribunal with 

a claim relating to 

fishing rights in the 
Waitemata Harbour. 

WHY?


