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Whangaroa Papa Hapu

Ko Puanga te whetu i arahi i a Matariki ki te Tau Hou
Puanga is the star that guides Matariki to the New Year

2024 is the second year that New Zealand as a nation acknowledges Matariki as a public
holiday. We remind Whangaroa whanau that Puanga is the more appropriate term for our
region, as Puanga is more visible in the morning skies from the north. Ahakoa no hea,
Puanga-Matariki is the time to remember those who have departed and reflect on shared
memories and achievements.

As the Whangaroa Papa Hapa, in our reflection:

we appreciate the growing understanding of contemporary Aotearoa-NZ of the
unigueness of our culture and our nations’ history,

we acknowledge 21 years of operations as the Papa Hapu and all those who have
contributed to these, since our establishment in 2003,

we give appreciation to those who filed claims on behalf of Whangaroa whanau,
hapG and/or iwi, and

we remember those who researched, submitted in writing and/or presented tangata
whenua evidence for Whangaroa, which collectively numbered almost 200.

Te toia, te haumatia
Nothing can be achieved without a plan, workforce and way of doing things

Puanga is also a time to wananga and plan ahead.

In doing so, the Papa Hapu:

- encourage the descendants of the initial claimants to (re-)engage in the legacy that
has been left for them to continue,

- pledge to continue moving the claims process forward with the intention of upholding
the tino rangatiratanga espoused by Te Wakaputanga o te Rangatiratanga o Nu
Tireni, and the partnership espoused by Te Tiriti 0 Waitangi, and

- continue our commitment to maintaining a postive, cooperative and enduring
relationship within its members, and with the Whangaroa community.

Nga mihi o te wa Puanga-Matariki.
Kia pai ta tatou tau hou, waihoki nga whainga kei mua tonu i a tatou.
Best wishes for the New Year and to acheiving the goals we have before us.


mailto:kaiwhakahaere@whangaroapapahapu.org.nz

