Te Whare Pora o Whangaroa

Our roopu was established to build resilience and sustainability with Matauranga Maori Mahi
Toi o Te Whare Pora in Whangaroa. We have been active for over four years, and gather on a
monthly basis to wananga at marae throughout Whangaroa to learn, relearn, create and

rejuvenate.

We have held three public exhibitions and managed a temporary
Gallery in Kaeo. These have provided a glimpse of the taonga
Whangaroa weavers have produced, using primarily korari-flax
and muka-fibre.

We are also privileged to be licensed to work with native birds,
teaching and managing preservation processes that enable
continued life for these taonga manu-native birds. You are
welcome to contact us if you find a dead kukupa-wood pidgeon,
kiwi or other taonga manu.

We take this opportunity to acknowledge Medina Koni who
recently held her first exhibition in Kawakawa — tau

ké wau mahi rangatira e hoa. As one of our founding

kaiako, Medina’s guidance and contributions were
inspirational and humbling and we continue to benefit from,
and appreciate, the skills she taught and experiences shared.

We also acknowledge those who have allowed our roopu

to harvest korari from their properties, especially Roger Kingi
and Liarne McManus. Our core principles include
kaitiakitanga-guardianship and koha-reciprocity, and we teach
and practice replacing what has been taken. Therefore at this
time of year, we are busy planting korari.

In doing so, we welcome any land owners who are considering
removing korari from their properties to contact us. We are
interested in preserving the different varieties of korari that
grow naturally in our region and may be able to assist with
relocation.

We also thank those organisations who have helped with
resourcing in the past, including Department of Conservation,
Creative NZ and Ministry of Womens’ Affairs. Thanks also to
Kaeo small businesses and organisations who continue to
support with donations and contributions when needed,
including BP Kaeo, Kaeo Four Square, Spice Grill, Madhatters
Cafe, Whangaroa Papa Hapu and Te Runanga o Whaingaroa.

TU-Ariki Wiremu Atama wearing
kahu embellished with muka by
Chris Kira (2020).

Tania Prictchard, Te Whanau Pani,
pelting a kiwi whose feathers will
embellish woven taonga (2021).

Shar Graham, Marcia Oliver and
Katherine Te Haara-Atama weaving
a kupenga (June 2022)




One of our goals is to create korowai in, for and with Whangaroa using customary methods
and materials under the guidance of Te Hemoata Henare. We therefore invite weavers from
our marae and hapl to come together to plan and strategise this collective kaupapa in a way
that will sustain our customs. Please contact one of our committee members below -

Committee: Liane Panui  Chairperson lianepanui@gmail.com 09-4051208
Robyn Tauroa Secretary ktfaano@hotmail.com 09-9456867
Sandra Heihei Treasurer spheihei@gmail.com 09-4061745

Guiding new intake of students through the harvesting process
(L-R) June Nathan, Liane Panui (kaiako), Agnes Oliver, Delena Weston, Anne Gates,
Michelle Gormley and Shannon Mainey (March 2022)

Te Whare Pora ‘Rangaranga’ Exhibition, Kaeo Town Hall (Nov 220)
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