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E ngā mana, e ngā reo, e ngā 
karangaranga maha o ngā kōkona katoa o 
te rohe, tēnā koutou katoa. E hokihoki 
tonu ana ngā mahara ki ngā tūpuna, ngā 
pākeke. Nā rātou tō tātou reo I tuku iho 
mai I te Atua ki a tātou I tēnei ao. Nō reira 
e ngā mate maha, haere mai, haere. Haere 
ki te tāhekenui o te tāngata ki te pō. 

Ki a tātou ngā waihōtanga iho a rātou mā, 
tēnā tātou katoa! 

E rere ana te reo mihi, te reo aroha, te reo 
matihere ki a Whangaroa. Koutou katoa I 
whakatinanahia te manaakitanga me te 
aroha. Koutou e tau wēnā ahuatanga ki 
runga i o tātou manuhiri i te huinga Rōpū 
Whakamana I Te Tiriti o Waitangi i tū ki 
Otangaroa Marae. Mei kore ake koutou kia 
kore he hui. Pāia, tātou mā. 

After months of preparation, countless hui 
and several discussions we began our 
hearing week at Otangaroa Marae with a 
pōhiri to Ngāpuhi on Sunday 21st 
September. Followed by an awe-inspiring 
taki and wero from our Whangaroa toa and 
kaihoe, the Waitangi Tribunal and Crown 
representatives were welcomed.  
 
The Tribunal, Crown representatives and a 
number of key kaikōrero and kaumātua 
were then taken on a site tour of historic pa, 
forests,  
 

gum-digging sites, soldier resettlement 
lands, Lane's mill at Totara North, Waitāruke 
convent, Bishop Pompallier's early home 
and the site of the country's first Wesleyan 
Mission and with that our Hearing Week 
could begin. 
 
Monday saw Whaea Pat Tauroa start off the 
presentations with korero on general issues 
that affected all hapū of Whangaroa. She 
was aided by Arena Heta who provided 
whakapapa kōrero that tied many hapū of 
Whangaroa to the lands. Kura Te Waru-
Rewiri and Ngaronoa Renata followed with 
presentations for their hapū and their 
aspirations for their whānau. Finishing off 
our first day was Terry Tauroa on behalf of 
Te Aetō with kōrero on education and the 
loss of te reo me ōna tikanga.  
 
Tuesday the 23rd opened with Owen Kingi 
and his heartfelt kōrero on Pupuke. Iris Niha 
followed with her korero, presented by her 
counsel Mereama Houra, on wāhine mana 
whenua emancipated by English gender 
discrimination. Hineāmaru Lyndon then 
presented on her Uncle Popi Taheres behalf 
on the several issues ranging from 
deforestation to waterways pollution. Rihari 
Dargarville spoke on the Kohimarama 
conference and Māori self-governance 
.followed by supporting kōrero from Cheyne 
Foley.  Continued page 2 
 

 

“We have concluded, that in February 
1840 the rangatira who signed Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi did NOT cede their sovereignty. 
That is, they did not cede their authority to 
make and enforce law over their people or 
their territories.”  Page 3 
 
 

 

Two of our staff members attended the 
Taonga Conservation Workshop facilitated 
by Te Rūnanga-ā-Iwi o Ngāpuhi at 
Tauwhara in October. Page 3 
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“Kia rangona ngā kōrero, kia rongo te manaaki, kia ngātahi te mahi”  IN THIS ISSUE 

Whangaroa, Whakanuia! 
By Daniel Kaio. Te Uri o Te Aho, Ngāti Rangimatamomoe, Te Aetō 
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Continued from page 1… 
Finishing off the day was Whaea Ruiha Collier 
and her kōrero on the importance of 
kaitiakitanga and the restoration of the 
Whangaroa Harbour with supporting korero 
from Matua Hone Rakena (Harry Brown) and 
Whaea Moana Woods. Both gave their kōrero 
tuku iho concerning the harbour. 
 
Beginning our Wednesday was Whaea Louie 
Kātene regarding employment opportunities in 
the area and through lack of action by the 
Crown, with supporting presentations from 
Whaea Ihapera (Babe) Baker and Whaea 
Deborah Hill. Whaea Audrey Leslie spoke on the 
disconnection from your tūrangawaewae 
through the actions of the Crown. Supporting 
Whaea Audrey was Pamela Gillespie. Finishing 

off our third day was Trevor Tupe and Leon 
Sowter. We began our fourth day with Awhi 
Lawrence who highlighted the urbanisation of 
whānau due to the lack of employment 
opportunities in Whangaroa. Darryl and Sonny 
Hape addressed the need for restoration of our 
native plants. Sophia Rika addressed the 
inability to practise kaitiakitanga on our own 
whenua. Matua Pairama Tahere spoke 
extensively on land block purchases by the 
Crown in Whangaroa. 
Our week of witness’ ended with Technical 
Witness Bruce Sterling speaking 
comprehensively on his report “Eating Away at 
the Land, Eating Away at the People. Local 
Government, Rates, and Māori in Northland”. 
With a daily attendance of close to 300 people 
from around the Te Tai Tokerau rohe and 

Aotearoa whānui our hearing week was an 
especially special and historic occasion.  
 
The Papa Hapū cannot thank everybody enough. 
To all those involved with preparations leading 
up to and to all the kaimahi throughout the 
week. Special mentions go out to Otangaroa 
Marae, Mangaiti Marae, Te Patunga Marae, 
Wainui Marae, Waihapa Marae, Te Tangata 
Marae, Te Runanga o Whaingaroa, Kaeo Primary 
School, Whangaroa College, New World 
Kaikohe, Aotearoa Fisheries, Pacific Moana 
Fisheries, Michael and Rosemary Tearle and ngā 
kaumātua katoa o Whangaroa. 
Meri Kirihimete me ngā mihi o te tau hou ki a 
tātou. 
On to hearing week 2015. 
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“Ngāpuhi Did Not Cede Their Sovereignty” 
 

Read the following excerpt from a letter sent to the Honourable Te 
Ururoa Flavell, the Minister for Māori Development, and the 
Honourable Christopher Finlayson the Minister for Treaty of 
Waitangi Negotiations, by Judge C. T Coxhead presiding Judge of 
the Waitangi Tribunal. The full report “He Whakaputanga me Te 
Tiriti, The Declaration of the Treaty”, Waitangi Tribunal Report 
2014 is available now. It contains information and evidence that has 
led the Tribunal to believe in what we have always believed in.  

 
The Te Paparahi o te Raki Stage One enquiry panel is the first tribunal 
panel to have heard comprehensive historical claims from the 
descendants of the Rangatira who signed Te Tiriti in February 1840 at 
Waitangi, Waimate, and Mangungu. We are therefore the first to have 
had the opportunity to hear and test the full range of evidence about 

the Treaty's meaning and effect in February 1840. 
It is our view that an agreement was reached at Waitangi, Waimate and 
Mangugnu in February 1840. That agreement can be found in what 
signatory Rangatira (or at least the great majority of them) were 
prepared to assent to, based on the proposals that William Hobson and 
his agents made to them by reading Te Tiriti and explaining the 
proposed agreement verbally and on the assurance the Rangatira 
sought and received.  
 
We have concluded that in February 1840 the Rangatira who signed Te 
Tiriti DID NOT CEDE THEIR SOVEREIGNTY. That is, they did not cede 
their authority to make and enforce law over their PEOPLE or their 
TERRITORIES. Rather they agreed to share power and authority with 
the governor. They agreed to a relationship: one in which they and 
Hobson were to be equal - equal while having different roles and 
different spheres of influence. In essence, Rangatira retained their 
authority over their hapū and territories, while Hobson was given 
authority to control Pākēhā. 
 
The Rangatira also agreed to enter land transactions with the Crown. 
The Crown promised to investigate pre-treaty land transactions and to 
RETURN any land that had been WRONGLY acquired. In our view that 
promise, too, was part of the agreement made in February 1840. 
Further, as part of the Treaty agreement, the Rangatira may well have 
consented to the Crown protecting them from foreign threats and 
representing them in International affairs when necessary.  

Judge C.T Coxhead  
Presiding Officer 

Wānanga Tiaki Taonga 
During the weekend of the 17th-19th October, Hinemoa Pourewa and I attended, along with several other participants from around Ngāpuhi, 
the Taonga Conservation Workshop facilitated by Te Rūnanga-a-Iwi o Ngāpuhi at Tauwhara Marae, Waimate North. 
 
 A number of expert and experienced conservators were invited to inform and 
educate. Vicki-Anne Heikell, Paper and Photography Conservation, National 
Preservation Office, National Library. Michael Hall, Digital Photography, Te 
Paerangi – Te Papa Tongarewa. Dean Whiting, Wood and Object 
Conservation, Heritage New Zealand. Hinerangi Himiona, Freelance 
researcher and writer and Bernard Makaore, Practicing Carver. 
 
Beginning on Friday, several participants gave presentations on a range of 
kōrero about projects they were involved with. Highlighting their respective 
needs, challenges and achievements. We were then split into groups and 
given complex questions to discuss and report back to the wider group. 
 
Saturday was the main part of the weekend’s workshop where we were 
divided into their registered kaupapa with our respective expert. I initially 
attended the paper workshop where amongst our group, we asked Vicky-
Anne about the fundamental “do’s and  
don’ts” of paper conservation, information on how to assess taonga and a 
practical exercise to make protective boxes and folders. 
 
Moving onto the digital photography workshop in the afternoon, where Hinemoa spent the morning, the workshop looked at aspects of and the 
theory behind capturing good quality photographs. The group questioned Michael about the best ways of digitising archival and photography 
taonga, which led into the ‘pros and cons’ of using technological advancements of today.  
We felt the workshop was a great success and would like to thank TRAION, Tauwhara Marae and all involved, and hope to be able to attend any 
future workshops 
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Hui tahi me OTS ki Karangahape 21st Noema. Nau Epiha, 
John Clarke (OTS), Aaron Randall (OTS), Pat Tauroa, Iwa 
Alker, Nigel Fyfe (OTS) 

Hinemoa rāua ko Daniel i te huinga tiaki taonga I 
Tauwhara, Waimate. Photo: Michael Hall 

Huinga Tuku Ripoata i Waitangi - 14th Noema.(Seen) Rihari Dargaville, Hohepa Epiha, Robyn McPhail, Karanga 
Pourewa, Frances Goulton, Iwa Alker, Ruiha Collier, Arena Heta, Popi Tahere, Tarzan Hori, Bryan Gilling. 

Whakahāereere 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whangaroa Papa Hapū  

Robyn Tauroa 
Project C0ordinator 
 
Hinemoa Pourewa 
Co-Administration Assistant 
 
Daniel Kaio 
Co-Administration Assistant 
 
 

Waea:  
09 405 0825 
 
Īmera: 
whangaroapapahapu@gmail.com 
 
Wāhi Noho: 12 Waikare Avenue, Kaeo 
 
Tohu Pōhi: PO Box 96, Kaeo 
 

 

Rauika 
Tīhema/December 

19th Taewhenua Hui 
10am 
Te Tari Āwhina 
Whangaroa Papa Hapū 
(TTAWPH) 

Hānuere/January 

16th Deforestation Project 
Planning Hui 

 10am 
 TTAWPH 

31st Claimant Hui 
 10am 
 Venue TBC 

Pēpuere/February 

6th 175TH Waitangi 
Celebrations 

 Waitangi 

16th-20th Whangārei Hearing Week 
  
27TH Claimant Hui 
 10am 
 TTAWPH  
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