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Recently the Whangaroa Papa Hapū hosted the third in its series of community information evenings 

Informing Whangaroa. An update on the current status of Whangaroa Claims in the Waitangi Tribunal 

process was given along with a brief overview of the research project and collective Whangaroa brief 

for submission to the Tribunal by the end of October, but the evenings main presentation was that of 

Mr Rakihia Tau of Ngāi Tahu.  

Mr Tau was one of the principle negotiators for the 

Ngāi Tahu claim in the 1990’s which has seen Ngāi 

Tahu the power-house that it is today in the 

economic sector and te ao Māori. 

“First and foremost, you’re doing it for the 

betterment of your people” Rakihia Tau on the 

importance and benefits derived from the Ngāi 

Tahu settlement. 

The Ngāi Tahu claim has since set a precedence 

and the negotiations strategies and Iwi 

management planning are still today 20 years later 

being used as a template for the many Iwi now 

working on their own Treaty settlements. The Whangaroa Papa Hapū invited Mr Tau to Whangaroa 

to speak on the many complexities Ngāi Tahu faced so that Whangaroa may learn as we enter into the 

penultimate phase of the Waitangi Tribunal process. Mr Tau made several comments on what 

economic benefits come from Waitangi Claims settlements “What’s good for Māori is good for New 

Zealand.” 

Now working in the private sector Mr Tau was 

recently elected the Chair of the Crown Forestry 

Rental Trust, through which he keeps his ‘finger 

on the pulse’ of Treaty Claims and Settlements 

“Rakihia is a great asset to Ngāi Tahu and CFRT, it 

was an absolute pleasure hosting him in 

Whangaroa” Anaru Kira, Whangaroa Papa Hapū 

Chair.  

The Whangaroa Papa Hapū thanks the Kaeo 

Memorial Hall, te whānau Porowini and all those 

that attended our event.  

 

 

L-R, Tania Smith, Rakihia Tau, Patricia Tauroa, 

and Robyn Tauroa. 

L-R; Tarzan Hori, Anaru Kira, William Hori and 
Thomas Hawtin 



Maranga Mai 

After months of meetings between Tūhoronuku representatives, Te Kōtahitanga o Ngāpuhi Delegates 
and Office of Treaty Settlement officials, the final Maranga Mai report was released 10 August 2016. 
The Whangaroa PH encourages all hapū to hold hui to discuss the report’s recommendations and 
decide the best pathway forward. Funding is available for such hui, and can be acquired by contacting 
the Whangaroa PH. Rohe wide hui will be held over October and November for Whangaroa to make 
its collective decision. If you would like a copy of the report please contact the Whangaroa PH tari. 
 
Hearings 
The Waitangi Tribunal Hearing Weeks are at the closing stages with less than five weeks remaining 
scheduled during October 2016 through to May 2017. Whangaroa will be hosting Week 25 of those 
closing weeks from 18-21 April 2017, there the closing statements for the Whangaroa claims will be 
made to the Waitangi Tribunal. 
 
The Waitangi Tribunal commissioned report on the Otangaroa, Waihapa, Te Pupuke Land Blocks final 
report was released in early July 2016. This report is going to be presented during Week 21 of (the) Te 
Paparahi o Te Raki Hearings 17 – 21 October 2016. Please contact the Whangaroa PH for a copy of the 
report and any queries regarding the report and/or transport to the Hearing Week and its presentation 
to the Waitangi Tribunal. 
 
The Whangaroa PH continues to hold monthly open meetings, if you’d like to be added to their 
distribution list please email – whangaroapapahapu@gmail.com or phone 094050825. 
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