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“Kua tāwhiti kē tō koutou haerenga ki te kore e haere tonu. 

He tino nui rawa o koutou mahi kia kore e mahi tonu” 

Whangaroa can hold its head high as the end to another year of Waitangi Tribunal hearings has come 

to an end. 

Held at Te Tāpui Marae and with daily attendance of 250-300 whānau from Whangaroa and across 

the Te Tai Tokerau. Thirty six (36) claimant witnesses presented evidence before the 

Waitangi Tribunal. The week began on a sad note and had to be delayed by a day as Te 

Tāpui whānau farewelled their Whaea Bella Wynyard. We are grateful to her whānau and 

to the wider Matauri Bay whānau for allowing us to continue with the Hearing Week.  

As was Otangaroa in 2014, it was also a wonderful venue to hold the hearings. Looking 

out over the islands every day kept us in focus. Congratulations must go to the claimants, 

and the coastal hapū claims in particular, especially in the breadth and depth of the 

evidence that was put before the Tribunal. Even though everyone had to have their 

evidence shortened because of the shortened week they presented very well.  

It was important that the hearings be hosted at our own marae. Firstly, so that the home 

people get to experience firsthand what the hearings are about, and secondly so the 

tribunal get to experience our people and our places in their natural environments. Both 



those aims were able to be achieved in the last two hearing weeks. There is nothing like 

seeing and being in our places to understand the issues that the claimants talked about 

in their briefs’ of evidence.  

It is no easy task to prepare evidence for presenting before the Tribunal and the 

Whangaroa Papa Hapū would like to acknowledge all our claimants who, over the past 

three years, have presented their evidence. The claimants have covered a vast range of 

areas of breaches, from land alienations, to loss of reo, mana wahine, deforestation, 

environment damage, laws that prejudice Māori, seabed and foreshore issues, poor 

education outcomes, ineffective policies and practices, to name a few. 

Finally our thanks must go to all the individuals who worked tireless throughout the week, 

before and beyond. To Te Tāpui Marae, Waihapa Marae, Te Tāhāwai Marae, Te Huia 

Marae, Mangaiti Marae, Te Tangata Marae – mei kore ake koutou kei ngā tohunga o te 

manaaki. 

Also thank you to Whangaroa Māori Wardens, Kaikohe Māori Wardens, Whangaroa 

College, Whangaroa Health Services, Te Rūnanga o Whaingaroa, Aotearoa Fisheries 

Limited, Four Square Kaeo and New World Kaikohe - e kore e mutu ngā mihi ki a koutou 

katoa. 

Kāti rā e konei, ka tau ngā manaakitanga o te wāhi ngaro ki runga i a tātou katoa. 


