
Matauri 

A recount of a special two day visit 

In March the group of claimants and kaumātua of Matauri together with the Whangaroa Papa Hapū were given the 

opportunity to host Anthony Patete, a Waitangi Tribunal researcher commissioned to study the Matauri land blocks 

including the Cavalli Islands. This is largely focussed on the effects of the Native Land Courts had on the tangata whenua 

up to 1995. 

Meeting at Te Tāpui Marae, talks quickly turned to the boundaries, the people of Matauri  stressing that Matauri is the 

land, the coastines, Motukawanui and surrounding islands, and inland to Whakarara. In their minds there is no separation, 

“the sea, the islands and the mainland are all one” said Mere Apiata.  Many recounted childhood memories growing up on 

the land and the ability to go on to the beach and enjoy the fruits of Tangaroa whenever they so wished. 

Discussions then turned to loss and with the loss of land, came the loss of the people. Many left Matauri and have never 

returned. A combination of stories of hardship, theft, and fear. Several claimants, the majority of whom were into their 

60s and 70s, recounted kōrero of their parents fearful of the land taken due to the implementation of rates. Local body 

rates were of such a concern that many whānau of the area made various fundraising efforts and sought to hold two or 

three jobs at a time to raise enough money to pay the rates forced upon them. 

Later kōrero turned to concerns around the early workings and make-up of the Papatupu Committee and the Native Land 

Court processes in determining owners. Numerous kōrero on the alienation caused by the Māori Land Board and its 

determination of Māori land and general land. Others described the lack of unity or willingness by Government agencies 

such as Department of Conservation, Town and County Planning Committees, and local Councils to work with the people 

of Matauri.  

Matauri always felt left out of plans and talks around its own whenua, whenua they had lived on for centuries, whenua 

their ancestors knew every rock on the riverbed and every branch on every tree in the surrounding bushlands and ngahere. 

Tangata whenua blame the acidic run-off of from the pine forests into the waterways for the near extinction of kaimoana. 

They spoke of the loss of their customary rights to land due to legislative measures enforced on them by a Government 

that wasn’t theirs. The mamae very apparent, still exists to this day. 

To finish off the first day, Hemirua Rapata and Dover Samuels took Mr Patete and the rōpū on a trip around Te Tapui and 

down to Matauri Bay, visiting the local camping ground and Putataua and onto Kiripaka. This provided Mr Patete with 

better insight to the land scape and aspects of Matauri and its people. 

Day two began with  a trip to on the moana, following the coastline from Putataua and over to Motukawanui. It was a very 

special trip where more kōrero, ancient and new, was given about the relationships between the moana and the whenua, 

between the mainland and the islands, between Motukawaiti and Motukawanui themselves. Many claimants expressed 

that even today the relationship between Matauri and DoC is limited, and DoCs activities on the island is not always 

shared with them. However many felt confident in expecting the return of Motukawanui, but appeared less confident 

about Moutkawaiti. Many indicated that Muttonbirding was still practised today. 

Along the coastline many reefs and fishing spots were identified where kōrero shifted to the frustration at the denial of 

customary rights to fishing by the implementation of quota. Many of the kuia articulated disdain for the regime and 

although recognised some was for the betterment of the kaimoana, they felt they were never listened too, “who knew 

better than us, we never took more than we needed, but sometimes, especially for big hui, you need more” said Whaea 



Iwa Alker. Talks turned to the other tamariki of Tangaroa, and where once Tohorā were frequent and countless they are 

very rarely seen. Such insights, although not at all recent, were very well remembered. 

Finishing the day at the Parakohe, more memories were shared and discussed late into the afternoon. The Whangaroa 

Papa Hapū wish to thank all those who participated in the two day visit and a special thanks to the kōrero given by Millie 

Takimoana, Sue Vea, Iwa Alker, Audrey Leslie, Emily Cressell, Kawe Rapata, Hemirua Rapta, Dover Samuels, Ruiha 

Collier, Popi Tahere, Harata Toms, Toka William and Waiunupō Komene. A very special mihi must also go to Te Tapui 

Marae, with specific mention to Whaea Mori Pera, Matua Hōhepa Epiha and Whaea Mere Apiata and the warm hospitality 

given. He hōnore nui mō mātou I āhei ana te huitahi ai I raro I te tuanui o Ngāpuhi whare.  

Tēnā koutou katoa! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Anthony Patete, Researcher for the Waitangi Tirbunal, interviews kuia of Matauri within Ngāpuhi meeting 

house. (L-R) Harata Toms, Millie Takimoana, Emily Cressel and Mere Apiata 
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