
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Whangaroa, whakaekea! 

 
 
It has been some months since an instalment in Whispers, and we take this opportunity to acknowledge those 
who have left us during that time, as well as their whānau and loved ones. Although too many to list, you are 
all in our hearts and thoughts. Ngā manaakitanga o te runga rawa ki a koutou.    
 
We also acknowledge those who have been involved in the many local activities that have, in the main, brought 
our community closer together during recent times. He mihi nunui ki a tātou kātoa.  
 
As with the rest of our nation, several activities and events have been interrupted, postponed or cancelled. 
This installment covers planned events, while being cognizant that changes may occur.  As we all manage our 
health and safety, and support and assist those around us, we recall the words of Tā Hemi Henare – 
    
  “Kua tawhiti kē tō haerenga, ki te kore e haere tonu;  
   he tino nui rawa ōu mahi, kia kore e mahi nui tonu.” 
       ‘We have come too far, to not continue going further; 
   we have done too much, to not continue doing more’   
 
Launch of Interactive Learning App for Whangaroa stories 
 
By the time or print, the Whangaroa PH, with Kiwa Digital and the Ministry of Education, would have launched 
this bi-lingual educational resource for schools, featuring the stories of Taratara Maunga and Te Ara a Tāwhaki.  
 
This joint project has been conducted over the past 18-months with the assistance and guidance of Whangaroa 
kaumātua who whakapapa to those areas. It is designed to aid Whangaroa students learn about local hapū 
histories. Artwork was completed by local artist Harold Panui, with voicework by local whānau and students. 
 
This project aligns with the Whangaroa PH goal to share the stories that have been collected, and are stored 
in our Library and Archives, with those whānau, hapū and iwi to whom the kōrero belong. It is the first of many 
that we hope to create as contemporary learning tools evolve in our children’s educational environments.  
 

 



 

 

Registering Archaeological Sites and other Sites of Significance 
 
The Whangaroa PH are also undertaking a project alongside Heritage New Zealand, to list several Whangaroa 
archaeological sites under the NZ Pouhere Taonga Heritage Act 2014. This will assist in protecting them from 
any future modification or destruction. 
 
The preliminary stages involved RMA Workshops, followed by an investigation of current listings with FNDC, 
NRC and Heritage NZ, as each provides a specific type of protection. The next stage requires developing 
summaries for each site being registered to be reviewed by local whānau and hapū members. Future stages 
will involve site visits by archaeologists, and at that point, we hope to again, involve local schools.  
 
At present we are prioritising sites around maunga, awa and waahi tapu that are on Crown managed lands, 
however if there are any private landowners with known sites on their private properties that would like to 
participate, please contact either the Whangaroa PH or staff at Heritage NZ Bay of Islands office. 
 
Whangaroa Redress and Mandate 
 
Te Arawhiti - Department of Māori-Crown Relations are supporting the Whangaroa Papa Hapū in a series of 
hui to develop, alongside a Whangaroa hapū working group, a strategic manifesto to progress redress for 
Whangaroa.   
 
At the first hui since Covid-19, held at Otangaroa in July 2020, attendees continued to agree that a collective 
process that enabled a unified voice for engagement with the Crown, should be developed for Whangaroa.  
 
A hui is scheduled on 12 September 2020 at Waipapa Marae, Auckland University (see panui below), to pro-
vide a forum for Auckland-based Whangaroa uri to participate. Please advise all your whānau living in the 
greater Auckland area to follow updates on our Facebook page. Hui further afield are also being discussed. 
 
In the meantime, the Whangaroa PH continues to encourage all hapū to meet and discuss issues of hapū 
lands and shared interests, hapū aspirations and wellbeing, hapū election and appointment processes, and 
importantly, communications strategies with hapū whānau and members, regardless of where they reside. 
These issues will be key to future steps in progression of redress. 
 
For further information, please contact the Whangaroa Papa Hapū;  
Ph: 09 405 0825 | Em: whangaroapapahapu@gmail.com | Post: PO Box 96, Kāeo. 
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